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INFORMATION FOR OWNERS OF ANIMALS THAT ARE TREATED WITH CHEMOTHERAPY.

This information is intended for all people who will come into contact with the animal which is being treated with this drug.

Your dog or cat has been prescribed one of the following drugs:

· Melphalan (Alkeran®)

· Cyclophosphamide (Endoxan®)

· Hydroxyurea (Hydrea®)

· Azathioprine (Imuran®)

· Chlorambucil (Leukeran®)

These drugs require your special attention. If handled wrongly these drugs may endanger not only your pet but yourself. Therefore, please read the following instructions carefully.

1) Administer the drug only in the dose prescribed by your veterinarian. DO NOT split or crush tablets.

2) Prevent direct contact of the drug with your skin. Use disposable gloves for the administration of the drugs and carefully wash your hands afterwards.

3) Part of the drug will be excreted by your pet in the saliva, urine, faeces or vomit. Take care that the animal does not urinate or defecate in the area where children play.

4) If vomit, urine, faeces or blood is spilled in your house take immediate precautions. Use disposable gloves to remove the contaminated material with disposable absorptive material and carefully wash your hands afterwards.  Wash the area with household bleach after removal of all solid waste.

5) You must be willing to take care of all urine/faeces/vomit of your pet during the period of time your veterinarian will tell you.  The length of time depends on the drugs your pet has been given. 

a) For cats this implies keeping it inside during the risk period, and cleaning its litter box every day; use disposable plastic bags to line the litter box and wear disposable gloves when doing so. Keep all contaminated waste separated and dispose of it in a safe and secure manner.  It should be placed in a sealed plastic bag which should then be placed into another sealed plastic bag and disposed of in your household dustbin. 

b) For dogs, during the risk period you must keep it on the leash all the times when outside, remove all faeces with plastic bags using disposable gloves, and rinse off and dilute all urine with water (take a bottle of water with you every time you walk you dog). Faeces should be placed in a sealed plastic bag which should then be placed into another sealed plastic bag and disposed of in your household dustbin.

c) The resting place(s) of your pet should also be scrutinised every day, and cleaned after each risk period, by washing all clothes slept on, and rinsing with soap all surfaces of sleeping places.

6) Avoid being licked by your pet, and deter stroking it; in this regard pay special attention to children.  

7) During the treatment try to prevent direct contact with your pet. Most likely the drug is being excreted by your animal during 3-5 days after administration.

8) Although no information is yet available on the amount of excretion of these potential hazardous drugs by your animal, and therefore the risk it poses, it is advisable that women who are pregnant or lactating are extra careful. Also the presence of little children requires extra precautions to avoid direct contact with the pet.

9) Keep the drugs in their original package which should be labelled as Cytotoxic, outside the reach of children and pets.

10) Remnants of the drug, that are no longer used, should be brought back to your veterinarian.

If you are concerned about any aspect of the medication or protocol for use please do not hesitate to contact Beechwood Veterinary Hospital.

Veterinary Surgeons: Mr M A Straw, Ms L McLean, Mr E Rouvière,  Ms C E Wilde

CVS (UK) Ltd:  Registered Address CVS House Vinces Road Diss Norfolk IP22 4AY.

Registered in England: Company Number 03777473.    VAT No. 737 0699 06
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