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PRE-OPERATIVE INSTRUCTIONS TO OWNER

	Your pet has been booked in on:
	


	Procedure:
	


Please arrive at 8.00am  to have your pet admitted  Please allow up to 30 minutes

for admission of your pet.

	Owners Name:
	
	Pets Name:
	


An estimate for the cost of the operation you are about to receive can be obtained on request.

When your pet needs to come into the practice for an operation, there are some things that you will need to know and do.  We understand that this can be a worrying time for you and we hope that if we explain the sequence of events you might be less anxious.

LAST FOOD:
On the evening before the operation should be given no later than 9.00p.m.

LAST DRINK:
Should be given before 7.00a.m. on the morning of the operation.

DOG:


Bring your dog on a strong collar and lead (not choke chain).  Take him/her for a 



short walk on the morning of the operation to encourage him/her to urinate and 



defaecate.

CAT:


Please bring your cat to the surgery in a secure cat cage or cat box.  Please mark 



the cage or box with your name and address.

RABBITS:

Food and water should be available until the morning of the operation.  Please bring your 

and Children’s’
rabbit or pet to the surgery in a secure cage or box, marked with your name and address.  

Pets:


Please also bring a small amount of your rabbit or pets’ usual food.

Unless you have been specifically told otherwise, you should not bring any bedding, toys, or food with your pet.

ANAESTHETIC & OPERATION CONSENT FORM:
you will be asked to sign one of these forms, which explain that all anaesthetic and surgical procedures involve some risk to the animal.

Please telephone reception at 3p.m.  We will give you a progress report and let you know if your pet is ready to go home.  Many of the routine operation cases are ready to go home soon after this time.  BUT PLEASE always telephone first to check.  It is always best to have some transport available to take your pet home after any operation.
Dear,

As you know, your pet is scheduled for a procedure that will require anaesthesia.  We are looking forward to providing him/her with the best possible care.  To provide that care, we recommend pre-anaesthetic testing for your pet prior to placing him/her under anaesthesia.  Let me explain why.

You trust us to care for your pet, and our first concern will always be your pet’s health.  Before placing him/her under anaesthesia, we will do everything possible to ensure he/she is healthy.  We will perform a complete physical examination to look for any existing medical conditions that might complicate the procedure or compromise your pet’s health.

As in human medicine, while the physical exam is important, it cannot provide a complete picture of a pet’s physical condition.  Consequently, we recommend pre-anaesthetic testing.  The pre-anaesthetic testing provides insight as to what is occurring internally.  This testing could uncover health concerns that cannot be detected from the physical exam alone.

At our Hospital we do not believe in taking risks with your pet’s health.  We perform pre-anaesthetic testing for companion animals for the same reasons your doctor would run tests on you before you underwent anaesthesia.  In fact, the tests are quite similar.  While these tests do not guarantee that complications will not develop, they do minimise the possibility of complications during and after anaesthesia.  Our goal is to provide you and your family with the peace of mind you expect and deserve.

You will be asked if you want your pet to have these pre-anaesthetic test performed when you come to the Hospital on the morning of the operation.  Of course you can ask any questions at this time. 

While the choice is yours, we feel strongly that a pre-anaesthetic profile is very important to your pet’s health.  We encourage you to authorise us to perform the tests.

The following form is an example of the consent form which you will be asked to sign on the admission of your pet for any procedure.  Please read this document and make sure you understand it before signing the actual form.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask us at the time of admission of your pet.

SPECIMEN CONSENT FORM:

I understand that any procedure, including anaesthetics and surgical operations involve some risk to my pet.

Procedures

I hereby give permission for the above animal to be admitted to the hospital and consent to the following:

1. Investigation and treatment and performance of other procedures which may be necessary.

2. Administration of sedatives and/or anaesthetics.

3. Surgical operation where appropriate.

4. Administration of appropriate drugs and medications. I understand that products licensed for other species or humans may be recommended the treatment of my pet and give permission for them to be prescribed and administered if appropriate.

5. Clipping of hair/fur when required.

Costs

I have received an estimate for this procedure and I understand:

1. That this is only an estimate and the final bill could be in excess of this figure.

2. The bill is payable in full on collection of my pet.

3. The payment means acceptable are cash, credit/debit card or personal cheque, which is supported by a valid cheque support card.

4. That the bill presented to me on collection of my pet will include costs up to that point but that it will not include the cost of any subsequent  treatment which might be required.

5. The bill on collection of my pet does not include future examinations or treatments.

Complications

It has been explained to me that by the nature of biological systems, some reactions to treatment are not predictable and complications can and do arise. These can sometimes require further surgery and drug treatment to be given to my pet. 

Some reactions cannot be predicted and I acknowledge that there is always some risk to my pet in the above procedure.

Complications can arise which may involve further costs to me and I understand this fact.
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