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VINCRISTINE / VINBLASTINE
The possible side-effects of vincristine / vinblastine are:

· Bone marrow suppression: this will be tested for by blood samples.

All cytotoxic drugs can cause interference with the immune system and so all patients receiving chemotherapy are at risk of developing very rapidly progressing infections, usually in the chest. It is rare to see this but if it does happen it is essential that it is treated as an emergency: the patient needs antibiotic treatment immediately. Usually as long as this is done the animal will improve in a few hours. There is a very small risk that the infection is resistant to the antibiotics used and this can lead to fatal complications. These are, it must be stressed, rare.

If you are worried about your pet at any stage of its treatment, please contact Beechwood Veterinary Hospital.

Vincristine / vinblastine will leave your pet’s body mainly in faeces. The period in which this will happen is unclear but most should leave within the first 48 hours after each dose. During this period:

· It is important that you handle faeces carefully in strong plastic bags whilst wearing disposable gloves, tied and put in a safe receptacle until refuse collection. 

· Your pet should urinate on soil or grass and you should wash the urine into the ground with water. Do not allow your pet to urinate or defaecate on ground used for growing edible plants.

· If your pet urinates on fabrics they should be handled with gloves and washed thoroughly. If on tiles / lino etc, use gloves and plenty of paper towels to mop up and wash the area then dispose of the paper towels in plastic bags as for faeces.
Veterinary Surgeons: Mr M A Straw, Ms L McLean, Mr E Rouvière,  Ms C E Wilde
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